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The Status of Arabic Language teaching in Pakistani Universities

Maria Ehsan (Lecturer in the Arabic language at a government college Silanwali )

Umama Yasmeen (Student of BS Department of Arabic Language &Literature University of Sargodha)

Abstract:
The Arabic language holds significant importance in Pakistan for several reasons:
®  Religious: As the language of the Holy Qur'an and Hadith, learning Arabic is essential
for understanding religious texts.
®  Historical: The historical relations between the Indian subcontinent and the Arab
world, including Islamic conquests and trade, have influenced the region's culture and
language.
®  Cultural: Arabic has influenced local languages, especially Urdu, which contains a
substantial number of Arabic words.
Institutions Focused on Teaching Arabic in Pakistan:
®  Religious Schools: Major religious Universities (Darul Uloom, Jamia Ashrafia, etc.) that
include Arabic as a core part of their curriculum.
® Public and Private Universities offer Arabic language programs at various levels,
including bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees.
®  Motivations for Learning Arabic:
®  Religious: To understand religious texts and the Quran.
®  Academic: To study Islamic sciences and jurisprudence.
®  Cultural: To strengthen educational, cultural, social and economical ties with the Arab
world.
® Professional: To enhance job opportunities in Internationally Arab countries or other
Islamic institutions that requires knowledge of Arabic.
Arabic Language and Pakistani Civilization:
Since the establishment of Pakistan on August 14, 1947, Arabic has played a significant role in
shaping the country's cultural and religious identity. Pakistan's founder, Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
emphasized the importance of learning Arabic. Educational institutions in Pakistan play a significant
role in promoting the Arabic language by offering specialized study programs, organizing training
courses and workshops, and holding seminars and conferences aimed at enhancing Arabic learning

in the country. Additionally, religious schools in Pakistan significantly contribute to teaching Arabic
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grammar, morphology, and literature, helping students to gain a deep understanding of the
language. Pakistani Universities offer various programs in Arabic, including bachelor's, master's, and
doctoral degrees, as well as courses in simultaneous translation and Arabic literature. The national
language, Urdu, contains a substantial number of Arabic words, and Arabic has noticeably
influenced other local languages in Pakistan, emphasizing the importance of learning Arabic.
Research Findings:
The research concluded that Arabic holds a special place in Pakistan for religious, historical, cultural,
and professional reasons. Educational and religious institutions play a pivotal role in disseminating
and teaching Arabic. Additionally, Arabic has significantly influenced Urdu and other local
languages, highlighting the importance of learning Arabic in the country.
Research Recommendations:
®  Enhancing Educational Curricula: Developing more comprehensive and diverse Arabic
language curricula in schools and universities, covering linguistic, religious, and cultural
aspects.
®  Organizing Training Courses: Conducting more training courses and workshops
focusing on learning Arabic, for both beginners and advanced learners.
® Encouraging Scientific Research: Supporting scientific research related to Arabic
language education and its impact on Pakistani society, aimed at improving education
quality and raising cultural awareness.
® International Cooperation: Strengthening cooperation between educational
institutions in Pakistan and their counterparts in Arab countries to exchange expertise and
educational resources.
®  Public Awareness: Organizing awareness campaigns to promote understanding of the
importance of learning Arabic in religious, cultural, and societal contexts.
® This comprehensive overview covers various aspects of the research related to the
significance of the Arabic language in Pakistan and its central role in shaping the country's
cultural and religious identity.
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